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The Farthest I’ve Ever Been From Home 
The most imposing part of my first week of St. John’s Summer 
Academy happened before I even left home: it was my first solo 
plane trip and Santa Fe was the farthest I’ve ever been from 
home alone. I was intimidated initially but I quickly found my 
confidence. After that, traveling to Annapolis for my second 
week was easy. 

Both weeks, I met so many nice people right off the bat. I was 
reunited with some of my Santa Fe friends in Annapolis, too! 
In Santa Fe, I even found a handwritten welcome note from 
my roommate in my dorm room. The first days were a blur of 
introductions to new people.  

The St. John’s College Experience
As part of the Summer Academy, we got 
to experience St. John’s unique style of 
Socratic education firsthand. One of 
the most eye-opening experiences I had 
was in what is known as “seminar”. On 
the first night of the Academy in Santa 
Fe, we jumped right in and had our first 
seminar. We sat around a table with our 

instructor who began with an opening statement regarding that 
day’s text. During seminars we had moments of wild discussion 
and silence. It’s hard to explain what makes a St. John seminar 
so special—calling it a group discussion doesn’t do it justice.

I enjoyed all of my Santa Fe classes immensely, but my favorite 
was Language. Throughout the week, we covered poems by 
authors from Emily Dickinson to Elizabeth Bishop to William 
Carlos Williams. I enjoyed gaining a deeper understanding of 
poems not only from my own means of interpretation, but also 
from my peers’ perspectives. My favorite class in Annapolis 
was Logic and Rhetoric, in which we discussed parts of the U.S. 
Constitution, famous Supreme Court cases, and selections 
from The Federalist Papers. 

Beyond Academics: Making Friends  
and Off-Campus Adventures
Of course, it wasn’t all work! We had a lot of off-campus 
excursions: kayaking and hiking in Santa Fe and visiting a 
Maryland plantation and touring Washington, D.C. during my 
week in Annapolis. 

We played capture the flag in the dark in Santa Fe and croquet 
in Annapolis; we salsa danced in the rain in Santa Fe and swing 
danced until 2 a.m. in Annapolis. 

The People and the Places
Overall, the two biggest and most 
important lessons I learned during 
Summer Academy were about the people 
and the places. My time at each St. John’s 
campus was spent with the most diverse 
group of people I’ve ever had the pleasure 

to be a part of. We had many similar interests, yet we were 
from so many different places: China, Belgium, Spain, Germany, 
Brazil, Pakistan, and all across the U.S. 

The other thing I am grateful for is the chance to experience 
new places. It was incredible to live somewhere so entirely 
different from home, especially the desert environment of 
New Mexico. 

A Lasting Impact
I’ve gained knowledge and experience that will help me on 
my path to college by attending each Summer Academy. 
I learned to travel independently and navigate college 
campuses. I got to live on two different campuses and 
in actual dorm rooms. I also experienced college-level 
academics. I learned so much in each week that I wouldn’t 
have otherwise; we all learned from each other, and I think 
everyone who participated would agree it was one of the 
best things about Summer Academy at St. John’s.
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